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Research on the ethical characteristics of
‘Resolution of grievances for the mutual
beneficence of all life’ in Daesoon Thought:
Focusing on its relation to the principle of
‘Guarding against self-deception’
Kim Taesoo
Seoul National University

Abstract

This research is an attempt to show the ethical features of ‘Resolution
of grievances for the mutual beneficence of all life’ , which is based
on the principle of ‘Guarding against self-deception’ in Daesoon
Thought. TResolution of grievances for mutual beneficence is a major
religious doctrine of Reordering of the Universe undertaken by Sangje
Kang Jeungsan at the end of the Joseon dynasty. In succession, it is
suggested as the fundamental principle representing the four tenets in
Daesoon thought.

In this paper, to examine the ethical features of this principle, it
spotlights the characteristics of mutual beneficence shown in ‘Guarding
against self-deception’ as the basis of ‘Resolution of grievances for
mutual beneficence.” For this, it is compared with Kant’ deontological
ethics as well as Mill’ s utilitarian view. Further, features of
oriental virtue ethics is also taken into consideration.

Comparing with deontological or utilitarian ethics in the context of
natural rights or contract theory, Daesoon ethics stands on the
tradition of cultivation theory. Here, ’Guarding against self-deception’
1s presented as one of the principal objectives as well as the method or
deontological ground for practice, while encompassing the features of
virtue ethics oriented toward the perfection of Dao.

Here, the deontological aspect is interlinked with the concept of
cultivation pursuing for the ethics and morals, while making it as a
necessary condition for achieving the perfection of Dao. And this makes
the practice of ‘Guarding against self-deception’ more active through
facilitating mutual relations based on the expansion model of the innate
good nature.

With regard to the tenet of ‘Resolution of grievances for mutual
beneficence, this concept is presented as a positive ground for

practicing virtues toward others without bearing a grudge. Further, as



long as it reveals the great principle of humanity built on conscience,

it comes to

harmonize with other human beings and deities as an expression of
beneficence. Moreover, starting from the Dao of Deities, this principle
1s expressed as the life ethics with reference to the tenet of
Harmonious union of divine beings and human beings, while being grounded
on the Reordering of the Universe.

Under this program, deities can participate in the public affairs of Dao
by helping the affiliated human beings to contribute to the formation of
the Later World. And for human beings, true Resolution of grievances are
achieved by cultivating themselves not to indulge in habitual
tendencies. Rather, cultivators can sublimate their impulses and desires
in ethical practice for mutual beneficence, while attempting to reach
into the highest stage of continuity between the self and the Dao, which
1s freed from avarice. Likewise, by cultivating diligently and by
continuing to be sincere in applying the four tenets, it reveals the
teleological character in its objectives of attaining the enlightenment,
while showing the features of virtue ethics in realizing the supreme
virtue of Sangje within oneself.

All in all, the principle of Resolution of grievances for mutual
beneficence shows the relational and normative ethical features while
being closely related with the other tenets, since it is rooted in
conscience and the principle of humanity pursuing for perfect virtues of
Dao. Accordingly, it naturally leads into fulfilling mutual beneficence,
as the water flows down from the top to the bottom.

Keywords; Resolution of grievances for mutual beneficence, Guarding
against self-deception, Harmonious

union of divine beings and human beings,
Tenets,

Unification with Dao, Deontological ethics,
Teleological ethics, Virtue ethics, Normative Ethics, Reordering of the

Universe
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Heart Thunder: Qingwei Leifa Practice as a Life

Operation of Taoism

WANG CHI

Abstract

Beginning in the Song dynasty, Leifa is not only a kind of magic skill systenm,
but also a unique "life operation" of Chinese Taoism. On the basis of all
elements integration from past Taoism culture to folk culture, Leifa completed
the final transformation from the Talisman technology to the knowledge of
physical and mental life, thus becoming a practice knowledge which is to
confirm the truth of Taoism. This article focuses on the study of Qingwei Leifa
in the Song and Yuan Dynasties, and reveals its life behavior which including
connotation of cultivating the mind, practice of Jindan, induction of thunder
mystery between heaven and earth, to have powers to highlight the superiority
of Taoist world. Such clever practice can be called "heart thunder", no doubt
1t has great benefit to Chinese people today to understand the truth of Huaxia

religious civilization characteristics.
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